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policy hdd yet to be settled between the two bodies. One of such
disputes was as to the relative responsibility of the Government and
the Corporation for the cost of primary education in Bombay. We
shall discuss the merits of the issue when we approach the considera-
tion of its final settlement after a long and protracted controversy
which dragged on for seventeen years, until it was laid at rest, chiefly
through the exertions of Pherozeshah, It is sufficient to note that on
the present occasion, the discussion arose through a letter from the
Government to the Corporation, raising incidentally the whole ques-
tion of their respective obligations in respect of primary education.
Under the Act, it was to be regarded as a joint liability, but in what
manner the continually increasing responsibility under that head
were to be divided between the two bodies was not altogether free
from doubt and continually led to disputes. The letter was referred
to a committee, which guided by Pherozeshah, drafted a representa-
tion which refuted in detail the various contentions advanced by
Government. When the report of the committee came up before the
Corporation on 17 July 1890, a long discussion took place. The two
sides of the case were presented with considerable ability by Pheroze-
shah on the one hand, and by Mr. Kirkham, aa educationist of some
eminence, on the other. Pherozeshah maintained that the duty of
making provision for primary education devolved jointly upon the
Government and the Corporation, and he was emphatic in maintain-
ing that the latter would not spend an anna more than it was
necessary to do under the provisions of the Act.
The report was adopted by the Corporation and forwarded to
Government, who took the Advocate-General's opinion on the
question of the legal liability, and sent a reply covering all the
points at issue. When the matter was again placed before the Cor-
poration, Mr. Kirkham attempted to get his colleagues to accept the
principles enunciated in the reply in question. Pherozeshah not being
present, the Corporation wisely decided to refer the letter to the
same committee which had considered the question on the previous
occasion. It was not till the February following that another full-
dress debate took place in the Corporation, The committee had made
a strong report at the end of which it had expressed a hope that
Government would see their way to dispel an impression which was